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Terms of Use 

 

Preamble 

This GAP Web Site is provided by Eawag, (Swiss Federal Instiute of Aquatic Science and Technolo-

gy, Postfach 611, 8600 Dübendorf, Switzerland). 

 

The hazard maps contained in this GAP Web Site show the potential of arsenic- and fluoride-

contamination of groundwater. They are based on models that statistically correlate measured da-

ta points and geospatial information that are proxies for biogeochemical processes in groundwa-

ter bodies and the maps show the areas where the probability of contamination is above or below 

a certain threshold. Also, due to heterogeneity of aquifer systems, contaminated wells might lie 

right next to uncontaminated ones.  

Thus the maps are no substitute for independent assessment and monitoring. 

 

These Terms of Use represent a contract between Eawag and you as User of the GAP Web 

Site concerning the use of said Web Site. 

Please read these Terms of Use carefully before using the GAP Web Site.  

1. Scope 

By using this GAP Web Site and any information, software and documentation contained therein 

provided by Eawag, you, as User of the Web Site, agree to be bound by these Terms of Use. If 

you, as User of the Web Site, do not accept these Terms of Use any use of the GAP Web Site is 

PROHIBITED. 

These Terms of Use may be amended, modified or replaced by other Terms of Use at the sole dis-

cretion of Eawag and at any time. With log-in, or where a log-in is not required, in accessing or 

using the GAP Web Site these Terms of Use are accepted in their then current version.  

 

2. Services 

2.1. This GAP Web Site contains specific information and software, as well as - as the case may be - re-

lated documentation, for viewing, up- or downloading. Neither the GAP Web Site nor information, 

software and documentation contained therein is sold to the User. The User may only obtain 

rights of use as described in these Terms of Use. 

2.2. Eawag may stop the operation of the GAP Web Site in full or in part at any time. Due to the na-

ture of the internet and computer systems, Eawag cannot accept any liability for the continuous 

availability of the GAP Web Site. 

 

3. Registration, Password 

3.1. Some pages of the GAP Web Site may be password protected. In the interest of safety and securi-

ty, only registered Users may access said pages. Eawag reserves the right to deny registration to 

any User. Eawag is entitled, at any time and without obligation to give reasons, to deny the User 

the right to access the password-protected area by blocking its User Data (as defined below), in 

particular if the User  

- uses false data for the purpose of registration; 
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- violates these Terms of Use or neglects its duty of care with regard to User Data;  

- violates any applicable laws in the access to or use of the GAP Web Site; or  

- did not use the GAP Web Site for a longer period.  

3.2. For registration the User shall give accurate information and, where such information changes over 

time, update such information (to the extent possible: online) without undue delay. The User shall 

ensure, that its e-mail address, as supplied to Eawag, is current at all times and an address at 

which the User can be contacted.  

3.3. Upon registration the User will be sent an email to confirm the email address. The User shall then 

verify his/her email address by proceeding as requested.  

3.4. The User shall ensure that the Password is only accessible to the User, and is fully liable for all 

transactions and other activities carried out under its Password. At the end of each online session, 

the User shall log-off from the password protected websites. If and to the extent the User be-

comes aware that third parties are misusing its User Data the User shall notify Eawag thereof with-

out undue delay by e-mail.  

3.5. After receipt of the notice under paragraph 3.4, Eawag will deny access to the password-protected 

area under such User Data. Access by the User will only be possible again upon the User's applica-

tion to Eawag or upon new registration.  

3.6. The User can share data with other Users and can also withdraw the corresponding permission.  

3.7. The User may at any time terminate his/her registration.  

 

4. Rights of Use to Information, Software and Documentation 

4.1. Rights of Use 

Eawag (hereinafter referred to as “Eawag” or “Licensor”) hereby grants the User of the GAP Web 

Site a worldwide, royalty-free, non-sublicensable, non-exclusive, irrevocable license to use the 

products of the GAP Web Site, such as figures and model results, (hereinafter referred to as “Li-

censed Material”) in the following ways: 

Use, extract, reproduce and share the Licensed Material, in whole or in part, for Non-Commercial 

purposes only; and produce, use, reproduce, and share adapted material for Non-Commercial 

purposes only. 

The User shall only exercise the rights of Use expressly under the following conditions: 

4.1.1. Attribution: If the User shares Licensed Material (including in modified form), the User must: 

 include a citation that contains the following information:  

“GAP, Groundwater Assessment Platform (2015), Swiss Fedral Institute of Aquatic Science and 

Technology (Eawag), Postfach 611, 8600 Dübendorf, Switzerland. www.gap.eawag.ch” 

 indicate if the User modified the Licensed Material and retain an indication of any previous 

modifications; and 

 indicate that the Licensed Material is licensed under this License, and include the text of, or 

the URI or hyperlink to, this License. 

 if requested by the Licensor, the User must remove any of the information required by this 

section to the extent reasonably practicable. 

4.1.2. ShareAlike: Furthermore, if the User shares adapted material, the following conditions also ap-

ply: 

 The license the User applies to adapted material must be a license with the same license 

conditions as this License or it must be a compatible license. 

http://www.gap.eawag.ch/
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 The User may not offer or impose any additional or different terms or conditions on adapted 

material that is more restrictive than this License. 

4.2. Other rights 

4.2.1. Moral rights, such as the right of integrity, are not licensed under this License, nor are publici-

ty, privacy, and/or other similar personality rights; however, to the extent possible, the Licensor 

waives and/or agrees not to assert any such rights held by the Licensor to the limited extent 

necessary to allow the User to exercise the rights of Use, but not otherwise. 

4.2.2. To the extent possible, the Licensor waives any right to collect royalties from the User for the 

exercise of the rights of Use as described in this section 4.  

4.3. Nothing in this License constitutes or may be construed as permission to assert or imply that the 

User is or that the User’s use of the Licensed Material is, connected with, or sponsored, endorsed, 

or granted official status by, the Licensor. 

4.4. The information, software and documentation are protected by copyright laws as well as interna-

tional copyright treaties as well as other laws and conventions related to intellectual property. The 

User shall observe such laws and in particular shall not modify, conceal or remove any alphanu-

meric code, marks or copyright notices neither from the information nor from the documentation, 

or any copies thereof. 

4.5. The name GAP or Eawag may not be used in any advertising or publicity to endorse or promote 

any products or commercial entity unless prior specific written permission is obtained from Eawag. 

4.6. With respect to the GAP Web Site Eawag is not obligated to provide the User with any support, 

consulting, training or assistance of any kind with regard to the use, operation and performance of 

this information, software and documentation nor to provide the User with any updates, revisions, 

new versions or "bug fixes". The User disclaims all claims for such support. The addition of further 

features or functions, or any programming fixes, updates and upgrades are at the sole discretion 

of Eawag. 

If Eawag decides at its sole discretion to further develop the GAP Web Site it is entitled to use at 

no charge all technical information the User is providing to Eawag as part of the use of the Web 

Site for its own business purposes without restrictions. However, Eawag will not use such technical 

information in a form that personally identifies the User without first obtaining Licensee’s permis-

sion. 

4.7. Except for the rights of use and other rights expressly granted herein, no other rights are granted 

to the User nor shall any obligation be implied requiring the grant of further rights. Any and all pa-

tent rights and licenses are expressly excluded.  

 

5. Duties of the User  

5.1. In accessing or using the GAP Web Site the User shall not  

 harm other persons, in particular minors, or infringe their personal rights;  

 breach public morality in its manner of use;  

 violate any intellectual property right or any other proprietary right;  

 upload any contents containing a virus, e.g. so-called Trojan Horse, or any other program that 

could damage data;  

 transmit, store or upload hyperlinks or contents to which the User is not entitled, in particular 

in cases where such hyperlinks or contents are in breach of confidentiality obligations or un-

lawful; or  

 distribute advertising or unsolicited e-mails (so-called "spam") or inaccurate warnings of virus-

es, defects or similar material and the User shall not solicit or request the participation in any 

lottery, snowball system, chain letter, pyramid game or similar activity. 
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5.2. Eawag may deny access to the GAP Web Site at its sole discretion and at any time, in particular if 

the User breaches any obligation arising from these Terms of Use. 

5.3. The rights of use granted under these Terms of Use terminate automatically in case the User fails 

to comply with the conditions of them.  

5.4. Users are solely responsible for any data they upload or share. Users must cite the source of the 

data/geospatial maps they have used. 

 

6. Hyperlinks 

Eawag creates links on its Web Sites that access websites provided by third parties. Where it is not 

obvious, Eawag indicates that a link accesses content provided by an external third party. Eawag 

explicitly states that it has no influence on the content and design of websites provided by third 

parties. The general or special terms and conditions of use of the respective providers usually ap-

ply on such third party websites. Eawag hereby disclaims any liability with regard to the content or 

design of such third party websites as well as with regard to the acquisition of data from such 

sites by third parties.  

 

7. Liability with regard to „wrong predictions“ of the website 

7.1 Eawag accepts no liability as to the quality of prediction maps. Unless otherwise separately stated 

by Eawag, the Licensed Material is provided on an “as-is” basis. Eawag makes no representations 

or warranties of any kind concerning the Licensed Material, whether express, implied, statutory, or 

other. This includes, without limitation, warranties of title, merchantability, fitness for a particular 

purpose, non-infringement of third party rights, absence of latent or other defects, accuracy, or 

the presence or absence of errors, whether or not known or discoverable.  

7.2 To the extent possible, in no event will Eawag be liable to the User of the GAP Web Site on any 

legal theory (including, without limitation, negligence) or otherwise for any direct, special, indirect, 

incidental, consequential, punitive, exemplary, or other losses, costs, expenses, or damages arising 

out of the use of the GAP Web Site and/or the License granted under these Terms of Use and/or 

use of the Licensed Material. Where a limitation of liability is excluded by law, this limitation shall 

not apply. In such cases damages awarded shall be limited to the actual, documented damage in-

curred. 

7.3 The disclaimer of warranties and limitation of liability provided above shall be interpreted in a 

manner that, to the extent possible, most closely approximates an absolute disclaimer and waiver 

of all liability. 

7.4 Although Eawag makes every endeavor to keep the GAP Web Site free from viruses, Eawag can-

not make any guarantee that it is virus-free. The User shall, for its own protection, take the neces-

sary steps to ensure appropriate security measures and shall utilize a virus scanner before down-

loading any information, software or documentation.  

7.5 Certain Users may upload information on the GAP website. Such uploading is such Users sole re-

sponsibility and subject to the Users sole discretion. Eawag assumes no responsibility and liability 

whatsoever for such uploading and the use of uploaded contents. 

 

8. Privacy Protection and data security 

Protecting the security and privacy of Users’ personal data is important to Eawag. Therefore, Ea-

wag operates its Web Sites in compliance with applicable laws on data privacy protection and da-

ta security. 
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8.1. Neither Eawag nor other Users can see the data of a User unless the user joins a Community (a 

group who have decided to work together) and shares data their data with other members of that 

community.  

8.2. The GAP Web Site uses functional cookies to store registration data and to enable a website to 

store information the user has already entered in relation to registration and maps viewed and 

data collected in previous sessions. 

 

9. Supplementary Agreements, Place of Jurisdiction, Applicable Law  

9.1 The Eawag shall not be bound by any additional or different terms or conditions communicated 

by a User of the GAP Web Site unless expressly agreed in writing. 

9.2 For the avoidance of doubt, these Terms of Use do not, and shall not be interpreted to, reduce, 

limit, restrict, or impose conditions on any use of the Licensed Material that could lawfully be 

made without permission under these Terms of Use. 

9.3 To the extent possible, if any provision of these Terms of Use is deemed unenforceable, it shall be 

automatically reformed to the minimum extent necessary to make it enforceable. If the provision 

cannot be reformed, it shall be severed from these Terms of Use without affecting the enforcea-

bility of the remaining provisions. 

9.4 No term or condition of these Terms of Use will be waived and no failure to comply consented to 

unless expressly agreed to by Eawag. 

9.5 The individual pages of the GAP Web Site are operated and administered by Eawag. The pages 

comply with the law applicable in Switzerland. Eawag makes no representation that information, 

software and/or documentation on the GAP Web Site are appropriate or available for viewing or 

downloading at locations outside this country. If Users access GAP Web Site from outside Switzer-

land, they are exclusively responsible for compliance with all applicable local laws. Access to GAP 

Web Site's information, software and/or documentation from countries where such content is un-

lawful is prohibited.  

9.6 These Terms of Use shall be governed by - and all disputes relating to or in connection with these 

Terms of Use or their subject matter shall be resolved in accordance with - the laws of Switzer-

land, to the exclusion of its conflict of laws rules. The application of the United Nations Conven-

tion on Contracts for the International Sales of Goods (CISG) of 11 April 1980 is excluded. The 

place of jurisdiction shall be at the Commercial Court of Zurich. 

 

YOU, AS USER OF THE GAP WEB SITE; EXPRESSLY ACKNOWLEDGE THAT YOU HAVE READ 

THESE TERMS OF USE AND UNDERSTAND THE RIGHTS, OBLIGATIONS AND CONDITIONS SET 

FORTH HEREIN. BY USING IN ANY WAY THE GAP WEB SITE, YOU EXPRESSLY CONSENT TO BE 

BOUND BY THESE TERMS OF USE AND GRANT TO EAWAG THE RIGHTS SET FORTH HEREIN. 

 


